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Well, I am (landing water i 
- — 1*11 teach you how to flow. 

— Do To: to ebb 


Hereditary floth inftru£ls me. Sbakefprare’s Tempefl. 

But oh he ebbs ! the fmiling waves decay ! 

For ever, lovely dream, for ever flay ! Halifax. 


BEN 


\n.f [ ebenus , Latin.] A hard, heavy, black, valu- 
t able wood, which admits a fine glofs. 


Eb'on 

E'eony 

If the wood be very hard, as ebony , or lignum vitae, they 
arc to turn : they ufe not the fame tools they do for foft 
woods. Afoxon's Mech. Exercifes. 

Oft hy the winds extindl the fignal lies, 

Or fmother’d in the glimmering focket dies, 

Ere night has half roll’d round her ebon throne. Gays Triv. 

Ebri'f.ty. n.f. [ebrictas, Latin.] Drunkcnnefsj intoxication 
by ftrong liquors. 

Bittc-r almonds, as an antidote againft ebricty, hath com- 
monly failed. Brown's Vulgar Errours , b. ii. c. 6. 

EBRl'LLADE. n.f. [French.] A check of the bridle which 
a horfeman gives a horfe, by a jerk of one rein, when he re- 
fufes to turn. 

Ebrio'sity. n.f [ebrioftas, Latin.] Habitual drunkennels. 

That religion which excufeth Noah in furprifal, will neither 
acquit ebriofity nor ebriety in their intended perverfion. Brown. 

Eb'ullition. n.f. [ebul/io, Latin.] 

1. The a£l of boiling up with heat. 

2. Any inteftine motion. 

3. That ftruggling or effervefcence which arifes from the 

mingling together any alkalizate and acid liquor ; and hence 
any inteftine v iolent motion of the parts of a fluid, occafioncd 
by the ftruggling of particles of different properties, is fo 
called. Quincy. 

The diffolution of gold and filver difagree; fo that in their 
mixture there is great ebullition , darknefs, and, in the end, a 
precipitation of a black powder. Bacon. 

Iron, in aqua fortis, will fall into ebullition with noife and 
emication ; as alfo a craffe and fumid exhalation, caufed 
from the combat of the fulphur of iron with the acid and 
nitrous fpirits of aqua fortis. Brown's Vulgar Errours , b. ii. 

When aqua fortis, or fpirit of vitriol, poured upon filings 
of iron, diffolves the filings with a great heat and ebullition , 
is not the heat and ebullition effected by a violent motion of 
the parts ; and does not their motion argue, that the acid parts 
of the liquor rufh towards the parts of the metal with vio- 
lence, and run forcibly into its pores, ’till they get between 
its outmoft particles and the main mafs of the metal. Newton. 

A violent cold, as well as heat, may be produced by this 
ebullition ; for if fal ammoniack, or any pure volatile alkali, 
diffolvcd in water, be mixed with an acid, an ebullition , with 
reater degree of cold, will enfue. Arbuthnot on Aliments. 

[eccentricus, Latin.] 


a great 

ECCENTRICAL 


Prior. 
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the duke at his return from his eccentricity , f or f 0 T arrA 
favourites abroad, met no good news of the Cadiz attempt 

4. Eccentricity of the earth is the diflance between theT"' 
and the center of the earth’s elliptick orbit. u Kni 

Ecchy'mosis. n.f. [ixx-.^k] Livid fpots or blotches anU 


(kin, made by extravafated blood. 


•11 the 


Ecchymofs may be defined an extravafation of the blood ^ 
or under the (kin, the (kin remaining whole. Wif man's Su ^ 

F.CCLEs'/a'STIC ^ j Companied with tumour and ‘«bnofs.W% 
ECCLESIA'STICK. l«drfia/licus, Latin] 
j. Relating to the church ; not civil. 

Is difcipline an ecclefiajlical matter or civil ? If an etciefuf. 
cal, it muft of ncceflity belong to the duty of the minifter * 

Hooker , Preface 

Clergymen, otherwife little fond of obfeure terms, yet \ n 
their fermons are liberal of thofe which they find in eccltfialli. 


cal writers. 


Swift. 


L l r 

ECCE'NTRICK. \ aa J' 

1. Deviating from the center. 

2. Not having the fame center with another circle : fuch circles 
were fuppofcd by the Ptolemaick philofophy. 

Thither his courfe he bends 
Through the calm firmament ; but up or down, 

By centrick or eccentric k, hard to tell. Milton’s Par ad. EoJ). 

They build, unbuild, contrive. 

To fave appearances : they gird the fphcrc 
With centrick, and eccentrick , fcribbl’d o’er. 

Cycle, and epicycle, orb in orb. Milton s Paradife Lofl. 
Whence is it that planets move all one and the fame way 
in orbs conccntrick, while comets move all manner of ways 
in orbs very eccentrick ? Newton’s Opt. 

3. Not terminating in the point ; not dirc&ed by the fame 
principle. 

Whatfoever affairs pafs fuch a man’s hands, he crooketh 
them to his own ends ; which muft needs be often eccentrick 
to the ends of his mailer. Bacon s EJfays. 

4. Irregular; anamalous; deviating from dated and conftant 
methods. 

This motion, like others of the times, feems eccentrick and 
irregular. King Charles. 

A chara&er of an eccentrick virtue, is the more cxacl image 
of human life, becaufe it is not wholly exempted from its 
frailties. Dryden’s Dedicat. to the Conquefl of Granada . 

'Chen from whate’er we can to fenfe produce. 

Common and plain, or wond’rous and abftrufe. 

From nature’s conftant or eccentri.k laws, ] 

The thoughtful foul this gen’ral inference draws, 

That an effedt muft prefuppofe a caufe. 

Eccentricity, n f. [from eccentrick.] 

1. Deviation from a center. 

2. The (late of having a different center from another circle. 

In regard of eccentricity , and the epicycle wherein itmoveth, 
the motion of the moon is unequal. Brown s V ulgar Errours. 

By reafon of the fun’s eccentricity to the earth, and obliquity 
to the equator, he appears to us to move unequally. Holder. 

v. Lxcurlion from the proper orb. 


A church of England man has a true veneration for the 
fcheme eftablifhed among us of cccle fta flick government Swift 

Ecclesia'stick. n.f. [from the adjcdtive.J A perfon dedi- 
cated to the miniftries of religion. 

The ambition of the ecclejtajli is deflroyed the purity of 
the church. Burnet’s Theory of the Earth 

Eccopro'ticks. n.f. [.V. and *i* r ©..] Such medicines m 
gently purge the belly, fo as to bring away no more than the 
natural excrements lodged in the intellines. 

The body ought to be maintained in its daily excretions by 
fuch means as are eccop.rotick. Harvey cn the Plague. 

Echina'te. ladj. [from echinus , T.atin ] Bridled like an 

Echina'ted. J hedgehog; fet with prickles 

An echinatcd pyrites in (hape approaches the echinctcd cryf- 
talline balls. Woodward in Etlliis. 

ECHINUS, n.f. [Latin.] 

1. A hedgehog. 

2. A fhcllfifh fet with prickles. 

3. [With botanifts.J The prickly head, cover of tire feed, or 
top of any plant. 

4. [In architecture.] A member or ornament, taking its name 
from the roughnefs of the carving, refembling the prickly 
rind of a chefnut, and not unlike the thorny coat of a hedge- 
hog. 

This ornament is ufed by modern architects in cornices of 
the lonick, Corinthian, and Compofite orders ; and generally 
fet next to the abacus, being carved with anchors, darts, and 
ovals or eggs. Harris. 

E'CHO. n.f 

1. Echo was fuppofed to have been once a nymph, who pined 
into a found for love of Narcillus. 

The plcafant myrtle may teach th’ unfortunate Echo 
In thefc woods to refound the renowned name of a goddefs. 

Sidney, h. i. 


2. The return or rcpercuflion of any found. 

Babbling echo mocks the hounds. 

Replying (hrilly to the well-tun’d horns, 

As if a double hunt were heard at once. Shat. Titus Andr:n. 
The found, filling great fpaces in arched lines, cannot be 
guided ; therefore there hath not been any mean; to make arti- 
ficial echoes. Bacon's Natural Hijlory , N°. 241. 

To you I mourn, nor to the deaf I fing ; 

The woods (hall anfwcr, and the echo ring Pope's Summer. 

’Tis not enough no harfhnefs gives offence ; 

The found muft feem an echo to the fenfe. Pope's Eff. Crst , 

3. The found returned. 

Wilt thou hunt? 

Thy hounds (hall make the welkin anfwer them. 

And fetch (brill echoes from their hollow earth. Shakefpecri. 

O woods, O fountains, hillocks, dales and bow’rs . 
With other echo late I taught your (hades 
To anfwer, and refound far other fong! Mi It. Par ad. Lf- 
To E'cho. v. n. 

1. To refound; to give the rcpercuflion oi a voice. 

At the parting 

All the church echo'd. Shakefptare’s Taming of the Screw. 

Through rocks and caves the name of Delia founds , 
Delia each cave and echoing rock rebounds. Popes .jutumit. 

2. To be founded back. . 

Hark, how the found dillurhs imperious Rome. . 
Shakes her proud hills, and rolls from dome to dome . 

Her miter’d princes hear the echoing noife, 

And, Albion, dread tin' wrath and awful vo.ee. 

To E’cho. -a. a. To lend back a voice; to return what 
been uttered. 

Our modern feparatifts do but echo the 

With peals of {hours the Tyrians praife .L- r„, 

Thofe peals are echo'd by the I rojan throng. 

One great death deforms rhe dreary groin. . ^ 

The echo'd woes from diftant rocks refound. a 0 ,' 

Eclairci'ssemf.nt n.f. [French.] Lxplanat.o , 

clearing up an affair by verbal exponul.it. on. E'QLdT. 
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ECLAT, n.f. [French.] Splendour; (how; luftre. 

Nothing more contributes to the variety, furprizc, and eclat 
of Homer’s battles, than that artificial manner of gaging his 
heroes by eat h other. Pope’s Effay on Homer. 

Ecle'ctick. adj. [IxXixitxoc ] Selecting; chufing at will. 

Cicero gives an account of the opinions of philofophcrs ; 
but was of the edetiick fedt, and chofe out of each fuch pofi- 
tions as came neared truth. Watts's Improvement of the Mind. 
Ecle'gma. n.f. [« and x.'.*..-.] A form of medicine made by 
the incorporation of oils with fyrups, and which is to be 
taken upon a liquorice flick. Quincy. 

ECLI'PSE. n.f. [atXuanrif.] 

1. An obfeuration of the luminaries of heaven ; the fun is 
eclipfed by the intervention of the moon ; the moon by 
the interpofition of the earth. The word originally f.gnifics 
departure from the place, to which Milton alludes. 

Slips of yew, 

Sliver’d in the moon’s edipfe. SI akeffeare’s Macbeth. 

Planets, planet-ftruck, real edipfe 
Then fuffer’d. Mi/ton’s Paradife Lojl, b. x. /. 413. 

So though the fun victorious be, 

And from a dark edipfe fet free, 

The influence, which we fondly fear, 

Afflids our thoughts the following year. Waller. 

An edipfe of the moon is when the atmofphcrc of the earth, 
being between the fun and the moon, hinders the light of the 
fun from falling upon and being reflected by the moon : if 
the light of the fun is kept off from the whole body of the 
moon, it is a total edipfe ; if from a part only, it is a partial 
one. Locke. 

2. Darknefs; obfeuration. 

All the pofk-rity of our firft parents fuffered a perpetual 
lipfe of fpiritual life. Ra'eigk' s Hijlory of the World. 

Experience wc have of the vanity of human glory, in < ur 
fcattcrings and eclipfes. King Charles. 

To Ecli'pse. v. a. [from the noun.] 

To darken a luminary. 

Let the eclipfed moon her throne refign. Sandys. 

Now if the earth were flat, the dark’ned moon 
Would feem to all eclips’d as well as one. Creech's Alaniiius. 
To extinguilh ; to put out. 

Then here I take my leave of thee, fair fon, 

Born to edipfe thy life this afternoon. Shakcfp. Henry VI. 

3. To cloud ; to obfeure. 

They had feen tokens of more than common greatnefs, 
howfoever now eclipfed with fortune. Sidney. 

Praife him to his father : 

Let the prince’s glory 

Seem to edipfe , and call a cloud on his. Denhanis Sophy. 

Let other mufes write his profp’rous fate, 

Of conquer’d nations tell, and kings reftor’d ; 

But mine (hall fing of his eclips'd eftate, 

Which, like the fun’s, more wonders does afford. Dryden. 
He defeended from his father, and eclipfed the glory of his 
divine majefty with a veil of flefli. Calam/s Sermons. 

4. To difgrace. 

She told the king, that her hufband was eclipfed in Ireland 
by the no-countenancc his majefty had (hewed towards 
him. Clarendon, b. viii. 

Another now haih to himfelf engrofs’d 
All pow’r, and us eclips'd. Milton’s Paradife Lofl, b. v. 
Ecli'ptick. n.J. [i'Xii^mxtj.] A great circle of the fpherc, 
fuppofed to be drawn through the middle of the Zodiack, and 
making an angle with the EquinoClial, in the points of Aries 
and Libra, of 23°. 30'. which is the fun’s greateft declina- 
tion. This is by fomc called via folis, or the way of the fun, 
becaufc the fun, in his annual motion, never deviates from 
this line. It is this line which is drawn on the globe, and 
not the Zodiack. But in the new aftronomy the Ediptiek is 
that path among the fixed (tars, which the earth appears to 
deferibe to an eye placed in the fun, as in its annual motion 
it runs round the fun from Weft to Eaft. If you fuppofe this 
circle to be divided into twelve equal parts, they will be the 
twelve figns, each of which is denoted or diftinguifhed by 
fome afterifm or conftellation. Harris. 

All (tars, that have their diftance from the Ediptiek north- 
wards not more than twenty-three degrees and a half, may, 
in progreffion of time, have declination fouthward, and move 
beyond the Equator. Brown's Vulgar Errours , b. iv. c. 13. 

The terraqueous globe had the fame fite and pofition, in 
refpcCI of the fun, that it now hath : its axis was not parallel 
to that of the Ediptiek, but inclined in like manner as it is at 
pxcfcnt. Woodward's Natural HJlcry, N°. 6. 

The earth’s rotation makes the night and day ; 

The fun revolving through th’ Ediptiek way, 

EffeCls the various feafons of the year. Blackm. on the Creat. 
You muft conceive an imaginary plane, which parting 
through the center of the fun, and the earth, extends itfelf ou 
all fides as far as the firmament : this plane is called the Eclip- 
tick, and in this the center of the earth is perpetually carried, 
without any deviation. Bentley’s Sermons. 

Vox.. E 


ECS 

Ec'loguc. n.f. A pjftoral poem fo called, hecaufe 

Virgil called his paftorals eclogues. 

What exclaiming praifes Baiilius gave this eclogue any man 
may auefs, that knows love is better than fpeClacles to make 
7 6 ■ - - Sidnc- 


every” thing feem great. o/anev. 

It is not fufficient that the fentences be brief, the whole 
eclogue (hould be fo too. Pope. 

ECO NOMY, n f. [lnc'.ro/*'>x. This word is often written, from 
its derivation, mconomy ; but ae being no diphthong in Lnglifli, 
it is placed here with the authorities for different ortho- 
graphy.J 

1. The management of a family ; the government of a houftiold. 

By St. Paul’s economy the heir differs nothing from a fervant, 
while he is in his minority ; fo a fervant (hould differ nothing 
from a child in the fubftantial part. Taylor t Ru.'e of living holy. 

2. Frugality ; diferetion of expence ; laudable pariimony. 

Particular fums are not laid out to the greateft advantage in 
his economy ; but are fometimes fuftered to run wade, while he is 
enly careful of die main. Dryden s State oj Innocence , Preface. 

1 have no other notion of economy, than that it is the parent 
of liberty and cafe. Swift to Lord Bolingbrcke. 

3. Difpofition of things ; regulation. 

All the divine and infinitely wife ways of economy that God 
could ufe towards a rational creature, oblige mankind to that 
courfe of living which is mod agreeable to our nature. Hamm. 

4. The difpofition or arrangement of any work. 

In the Greek poets, as alfo in Plautus, we (hall fee the eco- 
nomy and difpofition of poems better obferved than in T crence. 

Ben. Johnfon’s D;fove>ies. 

If this economy muft be obferved in the miuutcft parts of an 
epick poem, what foul, though font into the world with great 
advantages of nature, cultivated with the liberal arts and 
fciences, can be fufficient to inform the body of fo great a 
work ? Dry Urn’s Dedication to the Ain. 

5. Syftcm of motions; diftribution of every riling a&ive or 
paffivc to its proper place. 

Thefe the drainers aid. 

That, by a conftant feparatlon made, 

'They may a due economy maintain. 

Exclude die noxious parts, the good retain. Blackm. Creat. 
Eco'NOMICK. I re 

Economical. t from 

1. Pertaining to the regulation of an houfliold. 

Her quick’ning power in ev’ry living part. 

Doth as a nurfe, or as a mother ferve ; 

And doth employ her economick art. 

And bufy care, her houfliold to preferve. Davies. 

In economical affairs, having propofed the government of a 
family, we confider the proper means to effcifl it. Watts. 

2. Frugal. 

Some are fo plainly economical, as even to defirc that the feat 
be well watered, and well fuelled. H hi ton’s A> chitedt. 

Ecphra'cticks. n.f. [."* and ] Such medicines as 

render tough humours more thin, fo as to promote their dif- 
cliarge. Quincy. 

Procure the blood a free courfe, ventilation, and tranfpi- 
ration, by fuitable purges and ecpbradlick medicines. Harvey. 
E'CSTASY. n.f. [,V«r«.] 

1 . Any paffion by which the thoughts are abforbed, and in which 
the mind is for a time loft. 

Follow them fwifily, 

And hinder them from what this ecflafy 

May now provoke them to. 'Shakcf care’s Tcmpefl. 

’T may be 

No longer joy there, but an ec//ajy. Suckling. 

■Whether what we call ecflafy be not dreaming with our 
eyes open, I leave to be examined. Locke. 

2. Exceffivejoy; rapture. 

O, love, be moderate ! Allay thy tefafy / Shakefpeare. 
The religious pleafure of a well difpofed mind moves 
gently, and therefore conftantly : it does not affedt by rap- 
ture and ecflafy-, but is like the pleafure of health, dill and 

f ° ber ’ ▼' , Ruth’s Sermons. 

Each delighted, and delighting, gives 
Tire pleafing ec/la/y which each receives. Prior. 

A pleaiiire, which no language can exprefs ; 

An ecflafy , that mothers only foci, 

Plays round my hcai t. ' Phillips’s Dijhejl Mother . 
fonthuliafm ; exceffivc elevation of the mind. 

He lov’d me well, and oft would beg me fin^; 

^Vhich when I did, he on the tender grafs 
Would fit, and hearken even to tcjlafy. AH 'ton 

Exceffive grief or anxiety. I his is not now ufed. 

Sighs and groans, and (hrieks that rend the air, 

Are made, not mark’d ; where violent forrow feems 
A modern ecflafy. Shakefpeare’, Macbeth. 

Better be with the dead. 

Than on the torture of the mind to lie 

•ar-fiL This fc „fo is 

Now fee that noble and mod fovereign reafon, 
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